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NEW LONDON BARN PLAYHOUSE ANNOUNCES NEW PRODUCING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

The  New London Barn  Playhouse  has  just  announced  that  Keith  Coughlin,  who has  been  with  the
organization since 2008 and who has served as Associate Artistic Director since 2012, has stepped into a
new leadership position as their next Producing Artistic Director. The Barn’s longtime Artistic Director
Carol Dunne is transitioning into a new role as Resident Artist and will maintain a strong relationship
with the organization as a close advisor and a guest artist.

Coughlin and Dunne arrived at the New London Barn together in 2008 and have been collaborating
regularly since then. A highly trained dancer and choreographer, Coughlin’s choreography has graced
almost a dozen Barn productions and has earned him four consecutive “Best Choreography” wins from
the New Hampshire Theater Awards. Barn work includes  Singin’  In The Rain (2013);  Legally Blonde,
Ragtime (2012);  Guys & Dolls, The Drowsy Chaperone (2011);  The Pirates of Penzance  (2010);  South
Pacific (2009);  and  Thoroughly Modern Millie (2008).  This  past  season, he made his directorial  Barn
debut with the hugely successful Kiss Me, Kate, a production he also choreographed.

Beyond New London, Keith has worked as a performer, director, choreographer, and teacher across the
country.  He has appeared at  the Goodspeed Opera House, Papermill  Playhouse, North Shore Music
Theatre,  Sacramento  Music  Circus,  and  the  Grand  Old  Opry;  he  also  performed  with  Radio  City’s
legendary Rockettes for seven years. His resume includes choreographing national tours, assisting on
off-Broadway productions, and directing at Cape Cod’s prestigious Cape Repertory Theatre. He has also
choreographed multiple productions for Dartmouth College, and in September 2014 accepted a faculty
position as Lecturer at that institution.

Dunne’s new role will enable her to maintain her long association with the Barn while focusing more of
her energy on her work at Northern Stage, a professional regional theater in White River Jct, VT where
she has  served  as  Artistic  Director  since  April  2013.  “The  Barn  is  a  unique,  powerful,  and singular
company, and it has been my great privilege to serve as its Artistic Director for so many years,” she said.
“This is the logical next stage of the organization’s development, a time of transition and opportunity.
Keith has done extraordinary work at the Barn for the past seven summers, and I am proud and very
pleased to be able to pass its artistic leadership into his capable hands.”

Coughlin will lead the Barn with the help of Managing Director Milena Zuccotti, who has been with the
organization since March 2013. “I am so grateful to Carol, to our Board, and to the whole community for
this incredible opportunity and for their faith and support,” he said. “After seven summers, the Barn has
truly become my artistic home. We will  continue to work diligently to honor and uphold the Barn’s
artistic legacy, proud history, and beloved traditions - and I know that we will continue to grow and to
thrive.” 

# # #

The New London Barn Playhouse is one of the oldest continuously operating summer theaters in the country.
Housed in an historic converted barn, the theater features professional Broadway actors alongside tomorrow’s

stars in an intimate, air-conditioned setting with no seat more than 30 feet from the stage. The Barn has received
countless accolades, including most recently a 4th consecutive “Best Musical” win from the New Hampshire

Theater Awards. Tickets available at www.nlbarn.org or by phone at 603-526-6710.
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